







































































































































































































































































List of Nikola Tesla’s Original Patents

No. Name(s) of Invention(s) Covered Country Application Application Number Registration Number

by the Original Patent Filing date of the of the Original Patent | of the Original Patent
Original Patent
D/M/Y

1. Electric-Arc Lamp USA 30.03.1885 160,574 335,786

2. Commutator for Dynamo-Electric USA 06.05.1885 164,534 334,823
Machines

3. Regulator for Dynamo-Electric USA 18.05.1885 165,793 336,961
Machines

4. Regulator for Dynamo-Electric USA 01.06.1885 167,136 336,962
Machines
Electric-Arc Lamp USA 13.07.1885 171,416 335,787

6. Dynamo-Electric Machine USA 14.01.1886 188,538/ 188,540 359,748
Regulator for Dynamo-Electric USA 14.01.1886 188,539 350,954
Machines

8. Thermo-Magnetic Motor USA 30.03.1886 197,115 396,121

9. Commutator for Dynamo-Electric USA 30.04.1887 236,711 382,845
Machines

10. Pyromagneto-Electric Generator USA 26.05.1887 239,481 428,057

11. Electro-Magnetic Motor USA 12.10.1887 252,132 381,968

12. Electrical Transmission of Power USA 12.10.1887 252,132 382,280

13. Electro-Magnetic Motor USA 30.11.1887 256,561 382,279

14. Electro-Magnetic Motor USA 30.11.1887 256,562 381,969

15. Electrical Transmission of Power USA 30.11.1887 256,562 382,281

16. System of Electrical Distribution USA 23.12.1887 258,787 381,970

17. Method of Converting and Dis- USA 23.12.1887 258,787 382,282
tributing Electric Currents

18, System of Electrical Distribution USA 10.04.1888 270,187 390,413

19. Dynamo-Electric Machine USA 23.04.1888 271,626 390414

20. Regulator for Alternate-Current USA 24.04.1888 271,682 390,820
Motors

21. Dynamo-Electric Machine USA 28.04.1888 272,153 390,721

22. System of Electrical Transmission USA 15.05.1888 273,992 487,796
of Power

23. Aiternating Motor USA 15.05.1888 273,993 555,190

24. Electrical Transmission of Power USA 15.05.1888 273,993 511,915

25. Dynamo-Electric Machine or USA 15.05.1888 273,994 390,415
Motor

26. Electro-Magnetic Motor USA 20.10.1888 288,677 524,426

27. Electrical Transmission of Power USA 08.12.1888 293,051 511,559

28. System of Electrical Power Trans- USA 08.12.1888 293,052 511,560
mission

29. Electro-Magnetic Motor USA 08.01.1889 295,745 405,858

30. Method of Operating Electro- USA 18.02.1889 300,220 401,520

Magnetic Motors
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Unfortunately, the succeeding inventions from Tesla did not achieve this level of success, which led to
financial problems for the rest of his life. Although Tesla had a large number of patents, out of which some
were very financially viable, the fact remains that he did not utilize his intellectual property properly, although
its value could certainly compare to Edison’s. Unlike the development process from the idea to the patent,
which he mastered brilliantly, the other part - from the patent to its commercialization - often presented an
insurmountable obstacle for Tesla, and the reason for that deserves an extensive analysis. However, the fact
that Tesla’s ability to commercialize his inventions has been significantly behind his inventing genius does not
diminish his greatness in any way.









ased on the analysis and systematization of the available literature, the data collected during the

work at the Nikola Tesla Museum, as well as the patents obtained in the subsequent period, we

have created the list of Nikola Tesla’s U.S. patents, the list of Tesla’s patents in countries outside

the U.S,, as well as the list of original patents of Nikola Tesla, which contains 116 patents, out of
which 109 are U.S. patents, and 7 are British. The list of Nikola Tes!a's inventions protected by original patents
contains a total of 125 inventions, subject to protection with original patents.

It was also established that Tesla had 164 analogs of original patents, including the additional and
re-issued patents, which means that Tesla obtained a total of 280 patents for his inventions, in 27 different
countries of the world.

Unlike the list of original patents, which is probably complete, the list of analogs is still not complete,
because there are indications of the existence of a certain number of analogs unknown to date.

Additionally, the documentation from Tesla’s 33 U.S. patent applications that the U.S. Patent Office failed
to issue patents for is also presented. These applications sought protection for at least 39 inventions, out of
which Tesla did not succeed to protect at least 28 inventions in any other country.

Tesla also had one registered US trademark, which he intended to use for a special type of bird feed.

The archives of the Nikola Tesla Museum also contain information about patent applications that Tesla
prepared for submission, but failed to submit. In addition, Tesla created a considerable number of inventions
that he never attempted to protect, such as, for instance, application of high-frequency currents for medical
purposes, and glowing vacuum tubes. For that reason, it remains practically impossible to establish the exact
number of Tesla’s inventions.
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SIGNATURE PAGE DESCRIPTION

MNT, VIV, 14 12 Nikola Tesla with the book by Rudjer Boskovic, “Theoria Philosophiae Naturalis,”in front of the spiral
secondary of the high-frequency transformer in his laboratory at 46 East Houston Street, New York.
Photographer: George Grantham Bain.

MNT, VI/IV, 30 20 Transmission tower with the power station and laboratory for the “World System,” in construction,
Wardenclyffe, Long Island, near New York.

MNT, VI/I, 61 23 One of Tesla’s motors, presented at the lecture held on May 16, 1888 at Columbia University for the
American Institute of Electrical Engineers.

MNT, VI/V, 53 24 Tesla with the representatives of the Westinghouse Company in 1938, at the celebration of 50
years of the invention of the induction motor. The motor on the photograph was made at the
Westinghouse Company factory in Pittsburgh, and corresponds to the first induction motor that
Tesla constructed in Strasbourg in 1883.

25 3D computer model of Tesla’s aircraft with vertical take-off and landing.

MNT, VI/IV, 52 34 The inside of the Long Island Laboratory, arranged as an exhibition of Tesla’s numerous inventions.

MNT, VI/IV, 48 48 Tesla’s laboratory on 46 East Houston Street, New York, illuminated with artificial daylight - his
vacuum tubes.

MNT, VI/1ll, 90 51 Tesla’s turbo pump installed at Bridgeport, March 14, 1916.

MNT, VI/IV, 46 66 Interior of the Colorado Springs laboratory, showing condensers, break motor and regulating coil
in primary of oscillator. Westinghouse high tension transformer, supply transformers, and arresters
in background.

T:23.1 86 Prototype of Tesla’s pump.

MNT, VI/II, 201 87 The remote-controlled boat that Tesla presented at his lecture in Chicago in 1899. The apparatus
was improved compared to the boat he presented to the public in 1898 so it was also capable of
diving.

MNT, VI/l, 184 100 Glowing vacuum tubes that Tesla exhibited at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893. At the exhibition,

he experimented with high-voltage and high frequency currents by letting them flow through his
body and using them to light up vacuum tubes.
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